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A C.i.tn.tion

The Rt. Hon. Lord Todd of Trumpington, O.N1., F.R.S.

Tire Right llonora ble Lord Tocld of Trumpinr¡ ton i s the recipient of 29
honorary degrees from aII over t.tre worl-d. Today The Chinese University of Hong
Kong honours hin rvith yet another riegree, to acknowJ.edge his contribution to the
growth of science and tecnnology in Hong Kong, as well as his invaluable a<ivice
to and warm frÍendship for the University.

Lord todd was eÌected to the Sir SamueL Hall- Chair of Chemistry in the
University of lfanchester in l-938 at the age of 3C, ano to the Royal Society fouryears later. He is one of those very rare schol-ars who can combine an
il-lustrious acadenic career witi¡,Jistinguisne.l public service, having held the
Presidencies of the Chemical Society, the fnternational Union of pure ancl
Applieci Chernistry, the Eritish Association fc¡t the Advancement of Science, the
Society of Chernical f ndustry, and the i(oyal Society. ¡le was Cha irman of both
the Advisory Council on scienÈific Polic',2 anrl the Royal Comrnission on tfedical
EducaÈion of t-he United Ki ngrìom. Knighted i n I954 , he rvas f urther nonourecl wi th
a life peerage as Baron of Trumpington in 1962, anri the ord¡-.r of lJerit in Lg7'l .
Lord Todd was also awardeo tne Pour le ¡lérrte from Germany and the Order of the
IìisÍng Sun fro,n Ja5,a¡, as well as rrre.laLs an(l honours too nunìerous to menti'cn
here. tie was Master of Christ's College, Carnbridge University, and is now
ChanceLl-or of tne University of Strathclycle in Glasgow.

One may be forgiven f<¡r askj.ng whether the onerous puþl,ic duties Left
Lord Tocì,1 witn any t imc' f or scholarly ,>ursuits. This question is shown to be
unfounded by the NooeL Prize in Ciremistry awardeci hrm in 1957, for his research
on nucleotides and the cnen ical- structure of nucleic aci,Cs, whrch are Èhe
buiLding olocks of lrfe. And, looking back on his pioneering work from this age
of geneLic engineering, it is certainJ-y right to caIl him the man wno took the
first step towards unravelì_ing ilre mysteries of life.

Lorc 'Iorìdrs links l.riÈh ¡long Kong daterl back to the 1950s, when he wäs
first associated rvith, and subseguently became Chairman of the Nuffield
Foundation, which offers research and training grants to exceptional scientisÈs
and eryineers throughout the Commonwealth. Lorri Todd has also been sharing his
weaÌth of experience anrl unnatcherl wisdorn with the UniversiÈy, by chairing it-s
Academic Advisory Boarrl on Natural Sciences since Lg77, and by becoming an
Overseas Member of Þ.he Un iver sity Counc iJ_ a year later .

f n 1980 ' th rough tl¡e generosity of the late i'4r. Noel Croucher, the
Croucher Founcl at.ion $ras establisherì with Lor<i Torld as its firsÈ Chairman, ancl
vast and excibing opportunities for promising young talents in Hong Kong h¡as
being opened up. Surely, with a person of Lorri TorSdt s stature anci energy at i ts
helm, this well enclowed Founclation can¡rot but make a major impact on the face of
science and technology of this area b¡efore long. i'tr. Chancellor, nay r now
request your Excellency to award Lorcl Todd of Trumpington tne <legree of Doctor
of f,aw s, honon U cau^a-.
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